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Present perfect simpie, present perfect continuous

Present perfect simple )
have/has + past participle

statement negative question
l/you/we/they have ('ve) learnt ... |/you/we/they have not (haven't) learnt ... Have l/you/we/they learnt ...7,

Use Example
Situations that started Mrs Jenkins has been The present perfect simple is often used with the following
in the past and are still the head teacher words and phrases: ) ?
true for three years. = for She’s taught German here for over five years,
Completed actions at a _ I've already read that | * Since Mr Gray has taught French here since 2006.
time in the past whichis  book. = just We've just done this exercise.
not mentioned = already We've already done this exercise.
Completed actions where  They've all done their | « yet We haven't checked the answers yet.
the important thing is the  homework. o ever Have you ever had guitar lessons?
result now s never I've never understood why they give us so
much hornework!
= i'sthe . It's the first time we've watched a video in
first time  class.

Waigh = We don't use the present perfect simple when we want to say when something happened in
on the past. We use the past simple. ,

v did-my homework last night.

« We don't use the past simple when we want to show that something happened before now or is still
important now. We use the present perfect simple.

/I've finished! Can | go home now?
° Sor(nekverb’s have irregular past par’t’iciple”fprms. See page 182.

» Present perfect continuous )=
have/has + been + -ing

statement negative question

I/you/we/they have ('ve) I/you/we/they have not (haven't) Have |/you/we/they been

been studying ... been studying ... studying ...7

He/she/it has(’s) been studying ... He/she/it has not{hasn’tibeen studying ...Has he/she/it been studying .../

Use Example |
Actions continuing ~ We've been doing grammar The present perfect continuous is often used with the
up to now or just  exercises for over an hour. following words: _ _ ;
vefore now Can we have a break now? « for  I've been learning English for over three years. |
They're having a break now because| * Sice He's been learning Chinese since 2004,
they've been working so hard. > just  I've just been reading the school newspaper.

= The present perfect simple often emphasises the result of an action:
v She’s written an article for the school newspaper. { = She’s finished it.)

= The present perfect continuous often emphasises the action, and the time spent on the action, rather
than the result:

v She’s been writing an article for the school newspaper. ( = She's started, but she hasn't finished
it yet.)
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[ﬁ] Complete usmg the correct present perfect simple form of the verhs in brackets.

L (see) this film alreadly.

2 John and Julie .o (had) their car for about a year.

3 She e (not / take) her driving test yet.

4 SUE oo (be) a tour guide since she left university.

B e {you / ride) into town on your new bike yet?

6 This new computer ... (make) my life a lot easier,

7 not / decide) what to get Mark for his birthday yet.

8 e {(Paul / ever / meet) a famous person?

Choose the correct answer.

1 never played this game before. 5 It's the first time ... our flat, isn't it?
Alve Bi A you've visited B you visited
2 Adam .o his room last night. 6 They i, the baby a name yet.
A has tidied B tidied A haven't given B didn't give
K R here since 2005? T e to New York when you went to
A Have you lived B Did you live the States last summer?
AH b B Di
4 Caroland | ..o, to the cinema three ave you been Did you go
nights ago. 8 e, an e-mail before?
A have been B went AHave you ever sent B Did you ever send

Look at the picture and use the prompts to write sentences. Use the correct
form of the present perfect simple.

1 lesson / not / start / yet
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[i}] Complete using the correct present perfect continuous form of the verbs in
brackets. Use short forms where possible,

Mandy: Hi Matt. How are you? What (1} .o iiiisinl {you /.do) recently7

Matt:  Oh, hi-Mandy! Well, (2) {I /- study} for my éxams.

Mandy: That sounds boring! (3) ...t . (you-/ work) hard?

Matt:  Very! Basically, (4) .o {(t/just/ sit) at my desk'in my bedroom for
the past three weeks and (5) ....ccccomivsiviinnininn { 7 not-/ go). out atall.
(2 I (t 7 work) with M:chael my best friend, some of the time,
though, so at least I've had some company. How aboit you?

Mandy: Well, my mum and {7) .ot {1 / paint) my bedroom for the last few days.

That has been funl And (8) .....oiccvinsionniccinnnnsins (we/ also / plan) our summer holiday.
Matt:  Great! Where are you going?
Mandy: -Well, we haven't decided yet. (9) ... SR (We / look) at dtfferent places

to’see which we like best.

Matt: - 'm sure you'll have a great time, wherever you go. Oh, by the‘\)vay, :
(20) e (1 / think) of having a party when | finish my exams. Would
you like to come? L ; :

Mandy: Surel That would be great!

[E:l Circle the correct word or phrase.

| think I've heard / been hearing that song before.

They haven't arrived / been arriving yet, but they should be here soon.

You've written / been writing that e-mail for over an hour: How long is it going to take you?
Have you talked / been talking on the phone since eight o'clock?

Jo has already invited / been inviting Shirley to dinner.

I've read / been reading an interview with Brad Pitt, but | haven't finished it yet.

Have the boys played / been playing computer games since this morning?

~N O G R W N

Complete using the words in the box.

i already o ever o for o just = never o since » yet

1 Ihaven't listened to their new CD ..................... . ls it any good?

2 We've been waiting for you ..., over an hour. Where have you been?

3 Have you .o, been to the UK before?

4 I'm afraid we've ... made plans for this weekend, so we won't be free.

5 Pedro has been having English lessons ... he was five years old.

6 It's strange that you mention the film Crash. I'V& oo been reading about it in the paper.
A - heard of a ‘sudoku’. What is if?
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Past perfect simple, past perfect coniinuous

@ Past perfect simple )

had + past participle

negative

statement question
I/you/he/she/it/we/they had ('d) - I/you/he/she/it/we/they had not (hadn't) Had I/you/he/she/ t/we/they
written ... written ... written .
Use Example
i Actions and states I'd finished my homework The past perfect simple is often used with the following
. before amomentin  a few minutes before the words and phrases: _
. the past lesson started. = by {'d finished my homework by eight
i Mrs Cross had been a o'clock.
teacher for twenty years = by the time By the time | got to class, the lesson
before she became a head had started.
teacher. = before The teacher had checked the answers
Finished actions and W h b before the lesson.
Sltal,;sewﬁgréothsean ws,‘:,v ggledoaﬁg )gu;ecause s after | left after I'd finished the test.
important thing is the  homework. s just Simon had just finished the test when
result at a moment in the bell rang’. N
the past « when { left when I'd finished the test.

Whether we use the past simple or the past perfect simple can change the meaning of a sentence.

../ The lesson started when | arrived. { = | arrived and then the leésson started.)
-/ The lesson had started when | arrived. ( = The lesson started and then | arnved )

‘e Some verbs have |rregu|ar past partlmple forms. See page 182.

Past perfect continuous /

had + been:+ -ing
statement

been writing ...

I/you/hé/Sheﬂt/We/they had ('d)

negative

“been writing ...

quésﬁbn

“I/you/he/she/it/we/they had not (hadn’t]  Had I/you/he/she/ tive they

been writing ..

Use

Example

Actions continuing
up to, or stopping
just before, a
moment in the past

We’'d been doing grammar
exercises for over an hour, so
we were really bored!

They had a break because

they'd been working so hard.

The past perfect continuous is often used with the
following words and phrases:

o for Tony had been studying for hours,
50 he had a headache.

s since She'd been hoping to win the
competition since the summer.

» before We'd been talking about the

Internet before the lesson started.
« all day/night/etc 'd been studying all day.

o The past perfect simple often emphasises the result of an action:
v She’d written an article for the school newspaper. ( = She'd finished it.)

« The past perfect continuous often emphasxses the action, and the time spent on the action,
rather than the result:

v She'd been writing an article for the newspaper. { = She'd started, but she hadn’t ﬂmshed lt)
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B\] Complete using the correct past perfect simple form of the verbs in brackets.

1 By the time | arrived, everyone oo (leave)!

2 SeVe o (already / see) the film, so he didn't come with us to the cinema.

3 T2 (not / finish) doing the housework by seven o'clock, so she called
Andrea to tell her she would be late.

L (you / just / speak) to Billy when | rang?

5 The car broke down just after ... ... (we / set off). |

6 Ididn't eat anything at the party because ... (I / already / eat) at home.

7 et {you / hear) about the accident before you saw it on TV?

Choose the sentence (A or B) which means the same as the first sentence.

1 We'd had dinner when Wendy arrived. 5 Mr Banks hadn't arrived at the office by the
A Wendy arrived and then we had dinner, time | got there.
B We had dinner and then Wendy arrived. A larrived before Mr Banks.

2 Iread the book after I'd seen the film. B Mr Banks arrived before me.

A 1'saw the film and then | read the book. 6 They'd bought the plane tickets before they

B I read the book and then | saw the film. heard about the cheaper fiight.
A They bought the plane tickets and later

3 By the time Dad came home, I'd gone to bed. they heard about the cheaper flight.
A lwent to bed before Dad came home. B They heard about the cheaper flight and
B I went to bed after Dad came home. then they bought the plane tickets.
4 She didn't go to bed until her mum had come 7 The girls had tidied the house when the
home. visitors arrived.
A She went to bed and then her mum came A The visitors arrived and later the girls
home. tidied the house.
B Her mum came home and then she went to B The girls tidied the house and then the
bed. visitors arrived.

‘ Write sentences using the prompts. One of the verbs must be in the past
perfect simple.

1 we /just / hear / the news / when / you / ring




Pasi perfect simple, past perfect contimious  {iniit

m} Look at the pictures and complete the sentences. Use the correct form of the
past perfect continuous.

Choose the correct answer.

1

Pdonly oo the washing-up for a few
minutes when Clare came home, so she offered
to finish it.

A done B been doing

Had you already ... James his
birthday present when we gave him ours?
A given B been giving

Gail hadn't me that she would

help me, so | wasn't

angry when she didn't.

A told B been telling
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................................. {dance).

3 The garden was flooded because .............

....................................................... (it / rain / ali

4 Did they crash because ...,

................................. (drive / too fast)?

5 Whenlarrived, oo,

................. (they / wait / for over half an

6 Whentgotthere, ...,

........................ {they / not / wait / long).

4 Mumhad oo, her cup of tea for

several minutes before she realised it had salt |
in it!

A drunk B been drinking

5 We'd ready all day when they

called to say the party had been cancelled.
A got B been getting

6 It was a fantastic experience because I'd never

.......................... in a plane before.
B been flying

i If a line is correct, put a tick (/). If there is an extra word in a line, write the word.

Dear Diary,

This morning my exam results finally had came. I'd been expecting
them for the last week. | knew I'd been done quite well, but | was

still nervous as [ had opened the envelope. Before I'd had a chance to "
look at them, my sister ran up and pulled them out of my hand! She
had read them out one by one. ‘English A, maths A, biology A,

French A ... " This was the news I'd been waiting for. I'd got As in

every subject — even geography, which | hadn't been making sure ;
about! When Mum and Dad heard the news, they immediately started |
been shouting with joy. By the time I'd had breakfast, Mum had :
already called Grandma and Grandpa and had yet told the neighbours!




3 it had been raining »
] 4 they'd been driving too fast
- 5 they'd been waiting for over
ooy half an hour
3 been wiiting 6 they hadn't been waiting long
4 been talking y hadnt vallg 1ohg
5 invited i
6 been reading
7 heen playing 1 B
, 2 A
A 18]
1 have seen 1 yet é E’
2 h?f\/{;\. a 2 le ”‘j !“'\’
3 hasn't taken 3 ever o A
4 has been 4 already
5 Have vou ridden 5 since
6 has made G just 2 been
7 haven't decided 7 never 3 hed
8 Has Paul ever met 4 A
5 had
Unift 5 6 A
A 7 making
B 8
A had left 9 been
R had already seen 10 et

hadn't finished

Had you just spoken
we'd set off

I'd already saten
Had you heard
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1 lesson hasn't started yer.

2 T teacher has already
written on the board,

3 Joe and Tim have just come
into the classroom

(J
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J

his books r:ad/
5 Christine has already opaned /B
ner book.
6 Dave has dropped his pan on

_ the floor, 1 We'd just heard the news
7 He hasn't picked it up vet., when you rang.

BO

I'd already thought of that
hefore you suggested it.

A L 3 When | turned on the TV
fi) have you been doing the programme had already
2 3\/@ been studying started. —
? ;:lavg you b@@ii}/f{‘i)f%'\'iﬂf% 4 She was hungry because she
4 Tve just been sitting hadn't eaten anything all day.
5 | havﬁn t been going 5 By the time | left school,
6 I've been working I'd decided to become a
/7 Tve been painting musician.
8 we've also baan planning
9 We've baen look h;“"

10 Tve heen thinking

1 she’d been running
2 they'd been dancing




