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No comparative study has been made, as far as is known today, about mathematics textbooks in the Baltic and Nordic countries. There is a comparative study about German, French and English textbooks (Pepin & Haggarty, 2001) and some recent studies in single countries like the ones by Törnros, Johansson (2003, 2006), Brändström (2005), Bremler and Kongelf. The TIMSS-study includes a well known study on mathematics textbooks. Thus there exists no obvious given theory or theoretical framework to use. Many options can be discussed for what could be useful approaches for textbooks studies.

Structure, content and form are important features for textbooks. A study could be done from holistic perspectives or one could choose to study one specific phenomenon linked to textbooks such as the construction of the tasks in books, the use by teachers or the use by pupils, the textbooks relation to the curriculum, the textbooks relevance for societal purposes, gender aspects on the textbooks, authors views behind the text in a book, the language used in textbooks and many other research areas.

What is known from investigations and research so far is that the textbook normally has a dominating role in the teaching of mathematics. Most often teachers choose their examples and tasks from the textbook and pupils are asked to do homework with tasks from the textbook (e.g. Johansson, 2006).
The suggestion here is to study mathematics textbooks in relation to the diverse national curricula. In such a study similarities and differences in the textbooks can be discovered and seen in the light of national curricula. The TIMSS framework of intended, implemented and attained curriculum could be used (Valverde et al., 2002) and the influence of different educational traditions, authors’ opinions and other factors can be considered when exploring the properties of mathematics textbooks.
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